124 DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

England. But if these conditions cease to exist we
must be prepared for a considerable decline from
the present level. If European nations are to be-
come national in the sense that modern Germany
has been national under the hegemony of Prussia,
we must expect much trouble. It is curious that
in modern Prussia great liberty was allowed before
the war on non-political subjects; and if, for ex-
ample, the Christian religion was protected from
ribald criticism this was only because it derived a
reflected glory from the divine Hohenzollerns.

There is also a considerable danger of any State
under the influence of modern collectivism stepping
into the shoes of the Church, or, perhaps, as Hobbes
wrote of the Pope, " sitting crowned upon the grave
thereof.5' These two tendencies, therefore, of
Prussian nationalism and collectivist tyranny must
never be left unwatched by those who care about
liberty of discussion.